16th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 20, 2020
(Congregational Parts are in Bold)

INTRODUCTION
God has promised, but God’s promises look empty in the
face of barrenness and hopelessness. “Fear not,” God
says, but Abraham responds, “You have given me no
son.” You have not kept your promises.
This story forces us to confront our own hopes and fears.
What promises to us have been broken? Where are our
places of barrenness and disappointment? What present
reality keeps us from being able to hope? Because it is
not just Abraham, of course. Present reality has a way of
overwhelming future hope, and the promises of God too
often seem to remain just that, promises. But that place of
hopelessness is not where the story ends. God speaks
God’s promise again, that Abraham will have a son. And
then, to illustrate that promise, God brings Abraham
outside into the night.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
GATHERING SONG Many and Great, O God #837
Both English Verses
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GREETING
The grace of our Savour Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of the covenant, as you promised Abraham
descendants as numerous as the stars, you have
also promised us that we might live under those
stars as your people, faithful and loved. Show us
how to live as your people, and how to nurture
all your children with whom we share the same
canopy of sky night after night. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION #172
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SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 15: 1-6
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Earth and All Stars! #731
Verses 1, 2, and 5
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
God is with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to our God.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (from setting six, p. 173)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.
[Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.
[Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we
plead Amen. [Amen.]
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the
prayer that Jesus taught in the language and words
of our hearts:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Gifts of God, for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION HYMN By Your Hand You Feed Your
People #469
Verse #2
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COMMUNION
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
SENDING SONG Oh, Sing to God Above # 555 - both
Verses
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DISMISSAL
Go, children of God,
with a song on your lips,
with love in your hearts,
with joy in your soul.
Go, children of God, to praise in love,
by serving the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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